RETROSPECT  OF  PRUSSIAN  POLICY

Reichenbach is a point of maximum on the scale of ' Fred-
erickian' policy, after which followed the descent and
downward course through the negotiations of Pillnitz, the
peace of Basle, down to Tilsit.

Had I been a minister of Frederick William II, my
advice would rather have been to support the ambition of
Austria and Russia in an eastward direction; but in return
to demand material concessions, if only in regard to the
Polish question, at that time popular, and rightly so, as
long as we did not possess Dantzic and Thorn, and the
German question had not yet been raised. At the head
of 100,000 or more capable soldiers, with the threat of
putting them into action if necessary, and leaving Aus-
tria to carry on the war against France alone, Prussian
policy in the situation then prevailing could still have
attained better results than the diplomatic triiimph of
Reichenbach.

The history of the house of Austria from Charles V
onward is held to point to a whole series of neglected oppor-
tunities, for which in most cases the royal confessor for the
time being was made responsible; but the history of Prus-
sia, even if we consider only the events of the last hundred
years, is no less rich in similar omissions. If the oppor-
tunity offered at the time of the Reichenbach convention,
rightly used, could bring about some advance, although
not a satisfactory one, in the career of Prussia, an evolu-
tion on a larger scale would have been possible as early as
1805, when Prussian policy could have been played against
France on behalf of Austria and Russia, in the military
field better than in diplomacy, but not gratis. The condi-
tions on which the assistance was to be, or to have been,

afforded, could not  be  insisted  on  by a minister like

301